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LETTER® OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
Fom the Black Dwarf in London to the Yellow Bonze at 


Japan, 


~ 


GOVERNMENT AGAINST THE BIBLE—AND CHRISTIANS 
TULNING MAHOMME. aNsS. 


Friend of my heart, 

' fam much in doubt whether T ought to 
oommunicate even to thee, the intelhcenee which s much 
affects myself. IT would not willingly disparage these peopic 
in thine eyes. [would not induce tuee to believe them only 
hypocrites, with whow reigion is preience, and pa riot'sm a 
mockery. Yet am I every dav the more conwneed thet 
there is no goodness in them—tiat their virtues are ali afice- 
tation—that itis only in viee which theyvexcel Whcu lb speak 
of them, I speak only of the great fo ‘Tau knowest TE would 
not record in my pages, the errors of ive /i tle word! FT aim at 
nobler quarry than my equals. Let ctildien shoot at -par- 
rows. My pride can ony be gratitied by bringivg down the 
vulture in his flight, and snatching from his talons the ye 
uninjured prey. : 

Vhe imunciable societies that exist here, and all under th: 
petronage.of the government! for the promotion of reliz tc: s 
‘iMsuractian, led me once to beiieve, while tie great word was 
literally eadeavouring to render the little one, a wos? intole. a- 
bde rel, that they were realiv in earnest also, in endeavouring 
atleast to ft their victims for heaven! ‘That 
mMerey wpok my erring judgment! for Lwas most misera 
mistaken! Indeed bam now satistied that the fifile fodts aay 
go where they will, for what the great ones cares avd that th 
latter keep turnpike-gates upou every road, for the pu pose Os 
exacting all they can from the poor travellers. If they are de- 
praved, and wish to drink gia by the hogshead, and quality 
themselves for the devil by daily drunkenness, they have 
leave to do so by the governmené, proviced they ean pa 
the fee which the governnené Wiposes upon their conduct. 
it is only “pay! pay! pay!” and this is the land of perfec: 
iberty. But pay you must! at every corner some agent of the 
System, stands with his piate in his hand, with a commission 
to pick your pocket, if you do not veluntari‘y contribute t 
th ts Al ihe acvernment parrots speak no other word 
af te them, the alpha aud omeva of the systen 
ilk t say, Very weil! surely People ought to pay to 

leir vices Sut what thinkest thou of their paying for leas: 
to be virtuous, to be moral, to be rel;gious! Nav, of Poytir: 
to lear to become so, ‘Uhis thou wilt start at as inipossibie 
but thy Japanese education cannot comprehend the retiuement> 
of European scieuce, 
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Thou wilt remember that the precepts of the religion of this 
country are comprised in a volume, commonly called the 
“ BYIBLE;” and containing the Old and New Testawents. This 
bovk purports-to be a REVLATION from the DIETY of his 
WILL, which all are expected here to obey; and’ which all 
ought to have the means of ascertamug. The opy right of 
such a Book, would be of course the common p- perty of the 
Hiinan race. ‘To read. to write, to print, it precepts, as a com. 
mou duty, must be a common right. Like the hizht of heaven 
must it have been meant to flash convict on on every mind —to 
expand viselfinvo every corer and to be present every where 
wihout any interdiction. Such must have been the intention 
of a revelation! No other character would suit tts origin. 
What will be then thy surprise, tu fiud that here, this bvok, the 
commimen property of all, is seized upon by the King’s Prin- 
ter! ife atone is privileged to print, and sell this common 
bequest to the human race! An Act of Parliament anda 
King’s Valen’, interpose between divinity aud its intentions ; 
and presume to éake and to bestow, what they had no exclu- 
sive right to give, or to possess! Thou-wilt startle at this 
statement; but by the head of thy great idol it is true. Here it 
exciles Uittle astenishment; for since the light of heaven is 
taxed by the sime authority, it is not surprising that it should 


niercept the exiension of © THE WORD OF GoD!’ Put how 
came the King’s Printer by this important privilege. Why the 


wing of course, gave it him, for a valuable consideration. It 
ses a matter of mere barter between them; but the King might 
baye beer more houest than to sell what did not belong to him- - 
ami the rincer @ more honorable tradesman than to buy stolen 
roods! and voods ico, that he aust have Anown fo be stolen, 
tor the authority of heaven could not be very well delegated to 
a British monarch -or he OMNIPOTe® NT would have bad a 
representative as miserabie and as incompetent, as the nation 
se. 
So. however, the tact i: 
have becn threatened with the vengeance of the law, tor daring 
to print and pehtish, what dhad law denominates the word of 
God! "Yhe King’s Pruner ts become a sort ofeartiily Peter, and 
keeps back the portal of region, until his pence be paid for- 
aterimg. Lt isa goody othee fora King to place this porter at 
the gate of learmimy. Perhaps he is afraid of losing bis sub 
fects; fies that willing io rule over them in the tower world, he 
wishes to prevent them trom becomins acquainted with the 
nieaus of acrving elsewhere. Like the bar agamet useful meme 
bers of society comgra ing to another soil, the monarch would 
e ail dowsirards with lim; perhaps couscious that he must 
her nd, adh ouxtous ty brave company on his route. But what 
(ibe King’s Printer! W hat meht has he tothe emolument? 
ye has bought it; and has his interests to guard. Some 
pope think that the Kusg, sould write what he sells the pri- 
‘vege of prinung, like other authors. ‘The King, my friend, 


at sais 
s; avd several respectable booksellers 





Knows better, There might be a question whether what he 
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wrote, would sell; and no printer would hazard the publication. 

For his own works he might obtain pres sasha thea works of 

omnipotence, he may gain a great deal ; an id the work in 

question belonging to nobody, by a spec ies of royal reasoning 

belonged to the king ; who, ashe evuld not prin t himself, sold 

his right of printing toa man, who gives a sum of money to be 
called Ais printer! 

Such folly might amuse me in n. A reer ate would 
be consequent on the e prevailing ignorance, which it is not ad- 
viseable for thee to disp: 1, un ti! tliou hast baie rnt t to work ata 
more honest calling tha: ; but here it is 
gusting. A meeting of the most respec table booksellers 
been held, to take into consideration the mezas of destroying 
this shameful degradation of the subject: but what can they 
hope to effect ~ ars patent. and precedent—a kings-will, 
met! ist and there- 
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P. S. Some English sailors have turned Mahommedans 
at Smyrna; at which a missionary reports that he is filled with 
herror! Perhaps the poor fellows are more deserving of 
pity! “hey may heve seen so little christianity among Chris- 
tiais; as to induce them to embrace Mahometanism, in the 
hope of finding as little of that religion among the Turks. 
Certain it is, if the Turks are as much better than they profess 
to be, as the Christians are worse than they pretend, that the 
Turks are the better christians of the two. 





MANCHESTER MEETING. 


EE Let 


The Meeting at Manchester on the 15th inst. is likely to be- 


and an Act of Parlian The pat 15 fecome more than commouly memorable from the transactions 
fere illegal; but the Ii re’ profitis concerned. A patentis | 7 hich tabsse queatly occurred, Phe order of the meeting met 
due only to the inventor of something Importas Dees the | with no disturban ice; although it would appear that som: 2 of the 
grant mean to imply that the Hing or his Printer eerie hianulacturers were ¢ disposed io do what th ey could to occasion 
the Bible? Upon what other grounds can the pate Peat eacaalt Some of ¢ omy, it is said, actually leched their men 
for an hour! ‘ihe prio fer buys, and the King se i a i tent|ii2 the eatialucteris, le: ‘4 they should attend the meeting! 
to publish the revelation of the Deity! Absurd and mon-}'Lhat this should cccur in Enelend is certainly, alter all our 
strous! Pay no xttention io it, ye honest booksellers! Go| boasting, a melancholy circumstances; for it shews that our 
on, and print, and fear not, You have the anthoritw of the! boasted liberty is a bauble—our freedom a mere nai ne, not 
Bible fur “publishing the glad-tidings!” te all the! worthy of our treasuring in sound. To prevent the men from 
world, No jury of your countrymen wid condemn you for|aticnding the meeting, shews th e% Wisi ed to attend, And fer 
obeying that me Gale, 22 pire ference to the arl rary oreecr f | what purpose did (ies entertain that Wi ish ? To esseibie to 
a prince who would rob you of your rights—and of a prinjer| express their political opitlonneto meet their fel Hor v-inei upon 
who would buy the fruits of that robbery. ite most momentous question upon which they could delibe rate 

Go on, and fear rot. A bad d law is vo law. Duta tyren-|—a question involving their very existence—as it respected an 
nical edict is we wee than a bad lew: and ought at all times to | infamously projec ted jp lan for r: ising t the pice cf their feod, 
be despised. ever mind the Universidies ! Their patents, | while its efecis would also have taken fioin them part of their 
and the its ives es ure a a whit better than Grose of ihe! enmplevmei i! Upon suca a subject the az ish, the DUTY, to 
Hing and his priater. Go onand fear not. You live in an) attend was naturaily felt by the mechanics and arti ans of Man- 
ove inwhich, to essert your rights, is to obtain them Bejcaesier. ‘They possess a high degree of political intelligence ; 
MEN, aod your oppressors will cease te be MONSTERS! Such) 20d a bie, ects oF political economy, they know more ina 
lang’ uage [have hefd to my frends in the trade but the | tenfold degree than ihe tyrants who © _— them, ‘They have 
King and his Printer are yet very formideble 10, fix ols! They| learat in the best school of knowledge—a fatal, a destructive 
gruat therefore call round the standard of tree tr ade, i aij{experieace; which has only left them the memory of the past, 


those we dhies who so ethusiastica! ly re yee aie ad the distri- 
bution of THE BIBLE, to insist upon ail shackles to Its circu: 
lation to be removed. IT cannot see why it is essential to fee 
the Universities, or the King’s printer, before a poor man can 
receive invaluable instruction, which it is certain the Aixg, and 
his printer, and his Universities, have no right to withhold. 
This is a rank corruption, rotten to the core, and ready to 
fall at the feet of any one who will dare to shake the 
branches. Yet those who are interested in its fall, are 
afraid lest it should fall upon their heads! What folly, 
Is there a child in want of an apple would hesitate to 
pelt one down, from such a fear. Yet the wealthy, the im- 
portant, the extensive profession of booksellers, who ought to 
vindicate the freedom of their trade, stand, like so many pious 
beggars before a wooden image, waiting for the favour of the 
clumsy burlesque of divinity, Why not “file a bill in equity,"as 
the Chancery of this country is ludicrously called, for the king 
to produce his commission to sell the copyright of the Birnie! 
Few monarchs are suspected of much intercourse with Aeaven, 
but it is not quite impossible, that a monarch of Great Britain 
may prove an exception. 


Thy friend aud well wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 
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as a beacon to shun the evil of the present. The known wish 
ot these men, so creditable to themselves, was dreaded by 
some of their masiers, who had rather rule with a red of iron 
sver a horce of miserable and servile slaves, than be the ho- 
nest employers of happy and industrious men, whose labor 
might cheer their dwellings with its produce, might lead youth 
on fearlessly to manhood, and conduct old age as gently to the 
orave. 

‘The avarice of the rich is the blight, that mildews the exer- 
tion of the poor. It deadens all social feeling—all generous 
smpathy of mind. Give the proud owners of a thousand 
machines, the prospect of making himself a rapid, and enor- 
mous fortune, and he will see without one care, one sigh, his 
equals fall into the vortex of irretrievabla misfortune—his 
felluw-men gasping in all the bitteruess of anguish. He will 
consider himself as the owner of ali the miserable beings he 
may condescend to employ; and think he confers a mighty 
benefit upon the man to whom he benevolently tenders half as 
much as his wants may require. The folly of such conduct 
is obvious enough; but apparent interest nlouds so completely 
the brightest optics, that its delusive bait is always the most 
successful on the book of destruction. 

These slaves of personal profit, must indeed feel at present 
the weakness of their cause, and the vileness of their conduct, 


5 
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when they resort to such desperate expedients, as locking wp 
those they employ, when the question of the public weal is 
about to be discussed. It is, however, a fair confession, that 
they can deceive the public uo longer !—that the reign of ar- 
tifice is at an end—that force, barefaced force, 1s all on which 
they canrely. This is for truth, a triumph! and a glorious 
triumph. These beings feel that discussion 1s their bane ; 
that their fetters are discovered ; and that the next attempt 
must be to break them. They did not lock men up in their 
manufactories, when they would get drunk in honor of Church 
and King ; and devastate theneighbourhood with their loyalty. 
No, nor did they lock them up, when they would attack 
hutcher’s or baker’s shops. Any thing like risk would suit the 
public plunderers. It could furnish them with examples of 
terror. They could talk about the impartiality of laws, 
which they could break with impunity theinselves, while those 
were executed who were reduced to the necessity of breaking 
them. But when the people assemble to reason, or to discuss | 
subjects on which they have Jong thought, and in which thes 





THE BLACK DWARF. 


54 


r 


begs again to request those who favour him with communications, 
to reTAIN copics; ashe cannot be responsible for their return. 


The Petersfield Jury, next week. 
Received Sligo, Clio, Verax. R. P. C. 


The Title and Index will be ready for delivery on Saturday. 





TO HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF BEDFORD. 
ee 
LETTER V. 
Tunbridge Wells, Nov. 25, 1818. 


Ir, in my fourth letter, I might appear to treat with too 
little respect the understandings of a “ thinking people” in an enlightened 
age, by judging it necessary to define “a nation ” and * national liberty,” 
the geod sense of the people will, L trust, perceive, that the inci lity of 
the act ouglit not te be laid at my door, but at the door of those learned 
persons and powerful parties whose political conduct in these days of light 
and knowledge, makes such defimtions necessary, In our erguments with 


My Lorp, 
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east upon the delusion, and it will vanish Jfen miust ticre- iry of interested partizans, a regard for trath aud the public interest called 
a i . . . . . * . . . 
I ms . . er re ,  Coom onaet Lae Tath in <9 SIT! ls erefe ’ NeAns sar) +] . er 
fore be locked up from public meetings, le 3t soine Sp) (rK = 6(OI ivr such ¢ . HMMs, as : LETC phases I, hy m 1) ol Rl cn “oidag Wehr crror 
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sciousness of detection ia their wiles, and the vezation of not knowing what 


vuese muion s of the system—these hired vassals of the tyranny, 
that there is still a voice, that even their masters must obey. 
One of the military blockheads, it is said, called himself a lord — 
Lord Uxbridge. Let us hope, that he will soon learn, that it is! 


much better to be a man. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





The piece of G. W. is by no means undeserving either of notice 
or of insertion, It is an able appeal in behalf of a much injuced 
race ; and was intended for insertion, when the subject came more 
immediately before the public ; which it must be ia a short period. 
G. W. may, however, receive his copy, after Saturday next, at 
the office in Catherine Strect , 





but the Editor, very respectfuliy. 
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or wihat to sa Vy po evishly break out in silly exclamatious, about the 
“ fillies” and “ the extravagant and pernicious dectrines” of radical reforn 
aod who, in their own desperation, recommend to (heir leaders moe 
eifectually to ** make hcad against them.” 

What pitiable wretches! What extravagant advisers! When the state, 
to 2 vast extent, ts treasonal/y mutilated, and perniciously dishonoured with 
that slave- brand of EXCLUSION, to recommend to the descends 
ents of those patriots why had a prominent part in eifecting the glorious re- 


Crs 5 


mark, thie 


volution, wow to * make heed against? those very persuns who are labour- 
ing to consecrate that revolution, as a step towards real FREEDOM, by 


securm, POSSESSION of that LIBERTY, which it DECLARED to be 
the RIGHT ! 

Maliciously to cut, maim, or mutilate an individual person, our law now 
punishes with DEATH. What, then, ought to be the punishment, for 
searing with the slave marl: of eaclusien, and actually amputating from the 
body-polilic, a vast majority of the people: thus “ cutting, maiming, and 
mutilating ”? the state to deerepitude : as well as for perpetrating the viilain- 
ous monopolies, whereby eveu the clectoral part of the state is completely 
crippled and paralysed ; su thatoa the whole the uational treeduin is abso- 
lutely murdered ! 

du the present letter, your Grace may already have observed expressions 
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<— from some writer. That writer isa contributor to the Eaixnuron 
Evarw, who, in the number for the quarte: which ended with June last, 
furnished the article entitled ‘* State of Parties.” 

To that Gentleman, I should be wanting in attention, were [ not to be- 
stow on him the notice he seems to claim at my hands; and I am not the 
Jess desirous of su doing on the present oceasion, as, according to common 
fame, he is a distinguished member of the Honourable House, aad the same 
person to whom, in the same capacity-of an Edinburgh Reviewer 1 paid my 
compliments in ‘* The Comparison,” published in 1810. 


The singular mode adopted by this Reviewer, for pointing out to his rea- 


ders the merits or imperfections of a book,-—the sound aud sober principles it 
iuculcates,—or ** the extravagant and pernicious doctrines ” it Contains; as 
well asthe guod or evil it is likely to Produce, is well worthy o! remark. 
Alihough in every other instance of « book reviewed in the same qaarter- 
ly number, comments on them are abundant, and tu qaotstions are copious, 
yet, this singular gentleman having announced two political publications, 
one of them “ A Bill ef Rights and Libertics ; or an Act fora constitut onal 


Reform of Patliament”; then, in respect of the two books thus ennounced, | 


he makes a full stop: but instantly, on a Pegasus of his own, gallops off in 
an excursion through five-and-tweuty close-printed pages, and extitles his 
excuisive essay, ‘* State of Parties.” 

He thus leaves behind him, in his exeursion, the two books, on which he 
does net so much as favour us with one word of comment, and from whiel 
he does uot give usa single quotation: which it would have been the daty of 
a Reviewer to have done, had they, or had either of them abounded with 
** follies,” or inculcared “ exiravagant and pernicious doctrines.” 

With one of the buvks “I am vot acquainted ; but the “ BILL” being a 
ehild of my own, I am able to state that in its preamble alone, the Re- 
viewer would find no fewer than five-and-twenty maxiins, principles, and 
demonstrations, directly averse to his own political views, besides plenty 
more iu the introduction, furnishing together auple scope for his criticism, 
bad they not bven invulnerable to his keenest weapon. 

To thisit may be added, that after that “ BLLL” has now been nearly a 
year before the public, and many hundred cupies are in circalation, no critic, 
mot cven this hostile gentleman, has yet, tv my knowledge, pointed out in its 
spirit and theory, a single erroneous principle ; nor iu its letter a single 
émpracticability in its mode of operation. 

What! Did the prudent R. viewer discover in this BILL an English 
briar, as difficult to handle as the Seotch thistle, which says, Neme me impune 
lacessi¢? Or, did he find it a file, too sharp for his tongue and too hard fo- 
his tooih ! 

It is not my intention te state, that in the course of an incoherent politi- 
eal rhapsody, in pursuit of a chimera. there are no slight allusions, no borely 
yy gaps insinuations, in disparagement of the principles on which the 

ILL is fuunded ; but on a grand fundamental principle, a great vital ques- 
tion, on which hangs the freedem and tate of our country, what is the worth 
of faintallusions, what the value of tactious insinuations, or any such trash ? 

Was the BILL competent te its preposed end? Or, was it not?—To 
solve that question was the office of a Reviewer, who had announced the 
BILL to his readers, Or, had it appeared te him partly sound and 
partly exceptionuble, he had the other duty of impartia ly distinguishing 
the unsvund parts from the sound, in aid ef the public judgment ; and ho- 
mestly to have supported his opinion by sound argument. 

Considering that the avthor of the BILL, in a letier to Lord Holland, 
bad declared his little acquaintance with Latin, and his less taith in its aia 
towards acquiring a know leage of the principles of iiberty ; tis no way sur- 
posing that this learned legislator and profownd statesman, now Condescend- 

gto review books, should have a peculiar gratification in speaking of him 
as av ignorant person, misled by errenceus views. into elaborate blunders. 

But it may be watte: of consid: rable surprise, indeed, that taving = h 
BILL of thie ignorant blundering body before hm on the critical table 
and the dissecting kuife in his hand, that he pertormed not on that occasion, 
any one of the duties of a Reviewer, but left the Bill exactly as he tound 
it, untouched either by his praise or his dispraise ! How to account for such 
@ rare phenomenon in reviewing criticism, mus be leit to conjecture, 

Although Mr. Reviewer meddles not with the BILL, be carps at the 
Opinions of the author; and, for want of something to say on the subject 

operly before him. he coutrives to slide off into a loose desultory discourse, 
an which he, as indiscreeily as unnecessarily, sets up lord flullana as an AU. 
THORILY, whose vame alone, on questions touching English liberty, is 
to weigh down all such arguitcuts and reasonings. definitions and demoa- 

strations, as one not learned in law Latin can produce! 

Now, a name of AUTHORITY iu any branch af science only belongs to, 
ene who is known to the literary world to have whoroughly disew sed, and 
Jogically proved those particular truths which are the immediate objvets of 
anquicy. 

utit se happens that. in respeet ty an absolute unlimited pewer in par- 


think CIRCUMSTANCES required such a stretch of power,—a doctrine 
which Lord Holland had appeared to countenance, and wiich his pancgy- 
rist, with consummerte etlroutery, did afterwards in parliament actually 
maintain—that abominable, despotic doctrine, the ignorant author of the 
BILL, with Locke at his side, did, ina letter to Lord Holland, clearly re- 
fut .* 

Again: In a second Setter to his Lordship, ihe opinions in opposition to 
the sound piinciples of radseal retorim, which his lord hip is praised by the 
Reviewer for holding,tbe author of the PILL prove! to be errencous, 

Before, therefore, his Lordship was set up for an AUTHORITY, it 
oucht atleast to have been known that, on points touching the very es- 
sence of our liberties, he was right, instead of wrong, 
| Tf ** barbarous latin”? do indeed ** assist” mm the study of * English 
dil eity,” as we are told by the Reviewer it dues, then how shamefui must 
it be to those who have the benefit of that assistance, to be much mure 
‘ignorant of that “* Buglish boorty,” than thousands and tens of thousands 
of plain men, who ouly think, aud reason, and speak and write in ticir 
ino her tongue. 

Giatified as the writer should undoubted!y have been, had he possessed 
the spiendid e:udition ot a Bucon, a Coke, ov a Selden, yet however, his 
Salisinctionw vas not been Giiuiuuuve in its kind, im the persuasion he 
emertaius, that, greatly as such learning mignt have added to bis persouad 
repuration, it could have added nviliing to the efcclive properties ot bis 
BiLL, towards resturavng his country to freedom, prosper y and hap- 
piness. 

{f the BILL had defects which skill in ** barbarous Iativ” could supply, 
and if the reviewing legislator and statesman, so deeply killed in chat iore, 
hed had in view the sane object as the auchor, how easily might he have 
rendered us that great service! 

We have been accustomed to smile our assent, to the saying of that 
ancient Greek plilosepher, who observed that there was uo royal road te 
science: then why should we not equally smile acquiescence, should any 
wodern English philosopher remark, that there is no learned read toe 
liberty 2 For, in consequence of that “ happiest discovery of politieal 
wisdom,” representation, audi the cultivation it bas of fate hal, is not the 
road to liberty with the compass of that knowledge which, no longer @ 
college monupoly, is now common throughout the comunity ? 

It may now, my lord, be asked, how this appealing of the Reviewer from 
argument to AULHORITY, accord. with his own charge against the consti- 
tutional reformers af “ dogmatism?” It is his accusa ion of them, that 
“ They choose to say annual parliaments; and <heretore no man must whisper 
“a word of trienvial. They said, every male of 21 years should vote ; aod 
“ and therefore no Aencst man must presume to confine the franchise to 
* inhabitants, or-householders.” 

Again:* But these limits had been assumed ; and the arbitrary doctrine 
** thus laid down became the Shiboleth. Greater dogmatism; more gratui- 
“ tous assumptions ; more intolerance towards other sects ; never marked the 
‘6 doctrines or the proceedings of any religious party or establishment.” 

Whata writhing and wriggling is hete—whet a dancing on the kot ires 
ef vexation, and what an implied cursing ot memory is here, for cluding am 
** honest man’s,” pledge et tidelity to political duty ! 

Yes, Sir, universal freedom aud annual parliaments verily ARE righte, 
which have gained vigour im their long wrestling with domineering power 
aud treacherous sophistry. As comb:ned Jactious, (so closely resembling the 
continental holyalliance!) grow weaker and weaker, those rights grow s'ronger 
and suoncer. And the radical retormers only laugh at silly lamentations 
over the falling condition of rotten-borough despotism! And whenever any 
learned Jibeller may plead tor a ** toleration’ to calumniate liberty and 
truth, he must always expect to ‘eel the lash of rad ‘cal sevirity for so duing. 
if your memory, gooo Sir, have uot taken a fight you mast weil know, 
that itis net the constituional reformers, but their adversaries, who deal in 
“ degmatisms and gratuitous assumptions,” to whch they add sophistical 
,aubie, and the circnmlocutory verviage of Hotline pi uving declamation. 
Whether they or their opponents are most lost in * logical contusion,” 
and therein * come to no conciusion.”* cannot perhaps be better determined, 
than by contrasting the ** Bill of Rights and Liberties” with the * state of 
parties,” holding the place ot a review of that bill; asa comment on wiucis 
however, so far was the reviewer from coming to any ** conclusion,® that as 
applicable to that work, Ge said not in direct’ terms, @ single word ; while 
“ indogical coufusion,” he wandered through five and twenty well-filled pages 


en other topics. 








* The virtseus Joha Jebb, the warm inend of Mr, For, be bas also by his 
sd-;—** All power is from the people. Inthe people, by our constitution, 
is vested the controt of pewer. The power of legislation is « delegated trust , 
the prerogative uf the prince, and the priveleges of the nobles, reat solely en 
the sume jeundation.”— Dr. Jebb's Work, sii. 393. 
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. r tneatte.s en $ ; — 
That radical reformers have not written allogetiier mn Tan, may be inferred 
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aecount, io be conscicntiously, and, 
Jismeatary return whatever,” it may not be easy to 

In this uncertainty I fear we shall not be tally consoled by the Jahou 
ef a brother of the bar, of the Whig school, who has stated up, prociaiming 
** Ratienal Reform on Constitutional Principles ;’ which reform, it seenis, is 
te leave those bést parts of the electoral system, borough elections and 
scptennial parliameits, eructly as they are; while, for amending that wors: 
part, connty elections, the pecuniary quaiification fur voiing is 
Simes ashigh as at present, namely, twenty pounds, alihough any pecuniar 
qealification at sll, is a gross injustice. 

This learned gentienan appears to be a devoted admirer of * the glorious 
revolution,” so famous fur its declaration ot RIGHTS, of wiich it pat not 
the people in possession ; an omission now mourned in the sackcloth and 
ashesof the nation’s pauperism and misery. He forgets, however, that tlic 
septennial act although a Whig gift, and truly legitimate, was not one ot 
the immediate blessings of that revolution. 

There is, however, one feature in this gentleman’s “ reform” which radi- 
ea] reformers have always thought ‘* rational,” namely, the total disqualili- 
cation of placemen and pensioners from being members of the House ot 
Commons; but he has been less attentive than they have been to the faci- 
lities of public business, by accmpetent number of official persons, as organs 
ef the executive, having a distinct bench in the house, with freedom of 
speech, Ou such a@ provision in our government, the Reviewer throws out 
a few petulent surcasms, which do as little honour to his heart as to his 
head. 

To a few of the positions in the “ state of parties” I cordially subscribe. 
The following is one. ‘ The scrambles for power of a few great families are 
mo longer to be dignified with the title of party differences; whoever would 
ebtain pre-emineace, musttake the high ground of public principle. The 
voice of the community must be heard ; its sense consulted ; and statesmen 
must mingle with their discussions, a perpetual appeal to the undeniable 
tuterests and strong feedings of a well-informed and inquiring nation,” 


to be te 


Hasa nation, my Lord, any “ interest so undeniable,” so paramount te all 
ether interests, as in its inherent right to POLLIICAL LIBERTY, 
sourese and saleguard of whatever is valuable in a state? and yet, throughout 
this volumineus whiz essay, not an affirmative word do we meet with in its 
supnort; nor, according to my recollection, more than one negative acknow- 
ledgement of it, which occurs in his accusation of miovisters, whom he 
charges with ‘‘ undermining the rights of the people, aud of carelessly 
treating the svcred parisof the eonstitution |” 

What inthe eye of this eulogist of * the regular Whig party” is ef most 
vaine. we learn when he tells us that “the state of the country—the pro- 
gress of the age—the intelligence ef the people, require a set of RULERS 
who will strenuously set themselves te investigate, expose, and correct all 
4 we by whomsvever cemmitied, and by whatever length of time sanc- 

med, 

“ This,” says he,“ ought to be the only PLEDGE demanded by the 
soantry trem @ sew ministry. The details must in fairuess and prudence 
also be left to themselves.” 

What insulence! Does this arrogant Whig spokesman, imagine we have 
forgetten the Whig spokesmau of a termer day, afterwards a pensioned 
slave? An ostentations refyrmer of ABUSES—a Champion of RETRENCH- 
MENT—a prolownd statesman, who by the mere magic of his economieal re- 
ferm, was even to resture Independenee to Parliament? The present piowe 
Phrase is, ‘’ the improvement of var parliamentary constitution,” 

da the true spirit of that proud and pharisaical precurser, he goes on to 
say, that the Whige, it i@ power, © would oppose the schemes of disuffection 
by a real and coastitutional vigour, which would desirey half its torce by 
Temoviag ils Cause os pretezts, and then combat what remained by the 
torong arm of the law in its utmost purity.” 

by disaffection, 


i. on.@ 
itself, to which he callson the Whigs to oppose themselves? 
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ion, whereof “ political liberty is the end and scope,” which is «o offen- 
sively obvious and aotorivus in the Borenghmonger usurpation of the na- 
iou’s soverciont y2—No: Or be wou'd be a Radical Reformer. 

By “ disuffection,” then, dovs he vot mean the spirit of radieal Reform 
1 Does he vot 


Mean even that petitioning resistance to the boroughimoogers, which, in the 
list Pandemonia he opposed with such malignaat rew lings? And does 
he pot now allude to the parties who wrote, and who signed, those peti- 
as, when he tells us tae Whigs “ are known to be as hostile to the iad 
and wicked designs of traifors at home, as those courtiers themselves, who 
so lung contrived to keep their places, by propagating the most »cadalous 
calmmnies against the popular party,” he should rather have said against the 
people and their liberties; for, there having been no traitors discovered, ex- 
cept tuemselves, their spies and other mercenaries, it follows that it was 
avainst the people and their liberties all this hestility of the court was mani- 
ested; au hostility in which he thus boasts that he and his party fully pac- 
‘icipare.—Low will the regular Whig Party like this? 

‘By the strong erm of the law in its utmost purity!!!" Fine language 
this, trom the lips of one wha, ia defence of that distuzuished Wing, Lard 
Ho'liod, whoShad inadvertently (as L hops) in the warmth of debate 
a ked of not being prepared to deny that Parliament had authority to take 
f.om the whole nation its lbe.ty, by suspending the Constitution, at its dis- 
cretion; had the andacity to maingain in the House of Cowmons and on 
cool, deliberate reflection, that atrocious doctrine; which is all ¢hat is 
waiting to the pertection of Boroughmonger Despotisa! 

But does the discrimmating language ot Radical Reformers, for merely 











does Lie mican the trcasppable disloyalty te the Constits- | 


distinguishing, among the swarm of abuses, the grealest and worst,—mark- 
ing that, in the attack of which virtue were vest employed, and wisdons 
were most conspicnons, condemn or discourage the removal of others, ac- 
cerdiug to men’s knowledge, means, and opportunities? Assuredly not, 

Does it ever tend to a persuasion, that, while war is waged against the 
parent monster, no hostiliéy should be offered to the engendered biood? 
Phat while the grand Turk of abuse ought (9 be assailed, the subordinate 
and supporting tyrannies ought aot to be molested? Nothing can be more 
at variauce with the sentiments of radical reformers (aan any such notion, 

But the learned teviewer, as it should seem, was a lithe eut of humour, 
and perhaps somewhat sore at certain recalleciions, circumstances which 
are equally bars to a clear conception, or a candid statement of facts. 

Radical Reformers be ng of opinion, that a nation is only free when it ia 
selj-governed, they are censequently of opinion, that robbing it of sell-go- 
vernmeat isthe GREALE™I of © are avuses.” While this, in the eves 
of oar accomplished Reviewer, seems to be a matter of very inferior const 
deration, even a doubtful abuse: which, had we but a Whig Minutry, 
might, or might not, be the first, or the last object of their attention ; if 
even it should be at all admitted within the sphere of their activity, as they 
should find expedient according to their notions of th ends of government, 

How this same Reviewer, in 1810, was for tempering the correction of 
this abuse, was put on record in ‘ The Comparieon,’ av essay in that year 
published. Bat let us see, in the present year 1818, what progress in 
the course of eight years, this step-bv-siep Ketormer has made. He aow 
very coolly observes, that “LF a Whig Ministry can carry the Cathelie 
“ Question, and effect a moderate and wholesome R foru of Parliament, 
‘the country will gain so much the mo @. But no such point should ever 
be thought of as a condition sine qua non ; retrenchmemé and reformation 
“of abuses at home and abroad, vught alone to be reckoned the master 
“* principle of party.” 

Hark! my lord! Here you see even “ a moderate and wholesome reform 
of parliament,’ isnot even classed among, but caretully separated and dis- 
tinguished from ** abuses.” Nor is this all. That Reform or Catholie 
Emancipation, are not even to “ be thought of ” as seriously important; bat 
as mere tubs to be thrown for amusing the popular whale; while “ a Whig 
Ministry,” are to make a solewn parade and great bustle in propesing re- 
trenchment, and correction of our corruptions in the four quarters of the 
globe; the practicability of whica they know to be utterly impossible, whide 
the borungh despotism shall exist; thatis, in plain English, such * Whig 
Ministry,” as patrons of rotien boroughs, and otherwise person illy interested 
in the accursed system. are to play ence more che profligate farce of par- 
liamentary motious, and debates, and divisions, having no earthly tendency 
but fraudiul deception, for rivetting on the meeks of an abused people the 
yoke of slavery! Waat must the ‘‘ regular Whig Party” think of such @ 
panegyrist! 

In the foregoing specimen of jesuitical counsel, we have, methinks, a 
complete key to the cloven-fveted pulitician’s strict guard on himself, never 
to deal in definitions, dewonstrations, or iutelligible expicnatious, of those 
sume “ Rights of the People,” or ot those most sacred parts of the Come 


stitution,” which, whea off his guard io railing at © ihe Min siry,” be speaks 


of, as existing; anda proof of his eqna!l care, never lo quote avy such deé- 
uilions, demonstrations, or imiclligible explanations, (urmbhed by utherm 
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In the spirit, which has unfortunately distinguished some of his party, 
he has an utter antipathy toa criterion, or a pledge, by which political apos- 
tacy way, on any future occasion, be brought to light. 

‘Then why? (a plain man may ask) did this circumspect Reviewer med- 
* dle at all with the BILL of Rights and Liberties,” the whole of which, 
‘from end to end, in letter and in spirit, is in the nature of a criterion? 
* Why introduce even its Title ?’ 

An answer is net difficult; but must be deferred for the present. 

I have the honor to be, | 
&e. &e. &c. 
JOHN CARTWRIGHT. 





AGRICULTURAL PETITION. 


A 


SIR CHARLES WOLSELEY, 


TO 
EDWARD BLOUNT, ESQ. 


My Dear Biownr, 


Isee by your answer to my letter on the still ‘* Mon- 
strous Petition” that is now wading through the Counly, you had 
av awkward task to perform,—mine is equally 30; but I have 
brought it on myself, and I must get out of the scrape as well as | 
can. The subject is however too important to be suffered to 
pass unnoticed; and as you have not understood my precise 
meaning, in some points of my letler, I shall take the oppor- 
tunity of explaining them: and of commenting on some pris of 
your answer, which op your dealing so much in suppositious, 
makes it more difficult to meet you. 

1 made no attack “ on the Right of Petition’ —1 only deprec: 
the object of the Petition, which I consider as even criminal ; : 
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given to it, which are of course resorted to by other countries i 
their turn, and in their own defence 5 and the protections turn out 
asa matter of course, as s0 many injurious restriction You 
wnay remember the story of the Old Merchant of Bourdeaux, wiio 
for some service, rendered some Prime Minister, who asked whai 
he could do in return—and the Old Gentleman said “ Leé us 
aione !?—Governments geuerally do more saischief Uian good 
by their inlerfereuce, 

The pretences of the Land-holders are ridiculous—they evi- 
dently wish to escane from the pressure of the Times, at the 
expense of olbers, Li the Taxes are too heavy for them, then Ic! 
them endeavour to lessen them by insisting on a Radicel Reform 
of allabuses: and then the taxes laying beavy eu Agricullure, 
would as a matter of course, fall to the ground, in company wilh 
many others. Increase the price of Bread, and you will throw 
some thousands more on the Workhouse mean are already—and 
I think thatis needless. DT will not positively say that that is the 
object of the Petitioner but 1 am certain such will be the effect. 

1 did not in my letter say 1 wished to reduce the present prices, 
however IT might wish to see them so reduced; but I most cer- 
tainly should wish to prevent (bef encrease. The principal object 
of any good Government is to support its Population. Is this to 
be done by placing provisions beyond their power of purchasing? 
Your argument gues also, only to the Agricultural labourer ; as if 
the thousands of Manufacturers and Artisans throughout the 
Kingdom, were not worthy to be noticed, but who are equally 
famishing with the other; and how can you encrease their ability 
to pry for bread, by rendering it dearer? Will the wages of all 
our Poor, rise with the proposed measure? If not they will be 
all robbed by the land-holder; and if, which would Be more 
likely, the wages should become less, how would they be able to 
subsist at all? In short, my dear Blount, which ever way we turn 
the subject, nothing but misery stares us in the face—we are ina 
Cleft Stick—advance we cannot—and to returo on oursteps is not 
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in our power; and so it must always be, under such an abominable 
system, as we now experience; but to return to the subject, you 
certainly know as well as myself, that the value of labour has 
decreased in proportion as the price of food has encreased—ard 
that it must continue so to do, while there are more labourers, 
than there is of the demand for labour, and we are placed in such 
circumstances as to render any attempt to benefit one class at the 
expense of another, a frightful experiment. 1 did not say that the 
high price of bread alone, produced the French Revolution, but 
that it ‘* hastened” it—there is no doubt of that fact; let it be 
considered as a Bugbear or not, so it was, and it may hasten one 
in this Country also; let those who fear it, mind what they are 
about! 

Asto the English Land-holder leaving off growing Corn, it 
would be like his threatening us with ceasing to live. The Go- 
vernment would take care to make bim provide for his Taxes, the 
the Parson for his Tythes, and the Landlord for his Reat, while 
he has any thing left; it is only the roor that are oppressed ; it is 
only the miserable that are injured.—I consider the measure as an 
iniquitous attempt to prop a bad system, which ought! to be broken 
up. lich Rents, and cnormous Taxation, may require Corn Bills, 
to starve the Population, but such Billsare not the more justifiable 
because they are essential to a Corrupt System of Government. 1 
am however not convinced that the real Farmer wants the mea- 
sure, which you will not *‘ advocate,” though you hecame tts 
apologist. Timueh fear the measure originates with Gertlemen 
Farmers; those great Land-holders who have established them- 
seives upon the ruin of tant useful Class of Men called, the Old 


English Furmer!! Take oue own County as an example, and 

“oe r ' : . om 
I will be bound to prove, ths Noblemea and Geutlemen old in 
their own hands 410,000 Acres, (ha! would supportin every coinforé 


without a Corn Bill!!! and yet these souls of 
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Gentlemen Farmers, will not crow ‘s are allowed 








would not more advantage Commerce, than the protections aow} 


‘ 
‘ 


1) the Pica for it, far removed from the principles ofsound reason. 

i The protection given to commerce is of another description, 
|! antl its object is of a different nature ;—to prohibit the importa- 
| vion of manufactured goods is to create labour at home; but to 
1} prohibit the importation of roop, is to starve the Labourer. 
‘ It may certainly be questioned, whether a general treedo n| 
‘ 
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to come into the Market. This is what I call Monstrors, and 
deserving of * Hard Epithets.°—Let them keep in their proper 
sphere—and not take the bread out of the raoulhs of those, whe 
are more properly and natursily adapted to the race. That they 
inay have done great cood, by bettering the breeding of Calle in 
general, T will not deny—but they have done ' harm. 

The measure that wants an apolegist, comes before the Vablice in 
avery questionavic shape; bamas much ihe friend o “isston 
as any man—but ihere topies that resuire ee ere ever 
wasa clear case fhisis one. That the rromea ters of t measure 
will how to any thing in the shape of reason, Ff doubt-—but UE have 
no doubt, ere is too much spirit ia the Peeple to srffer such a 
measure to be carried. Here, my Pear Blaouat, my tisk eads—! 
have performed it in haste, and Lam afraid with some inc herance, 
but if my meaning can by any poss:die chance be found out, l 
shall be satisfied. 

J remain, my dear Blount, yours sneorels, 
C. WOLSELEY. 

BV olzeley, Jan. 20. 1819. 

(AM r, LAWS. 
<tr BY swoorn 
To the Editor of the Black Divarf. 
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When tyranny 2nd usurpation 

O’er runs the freedom of a nation 

The Laws o’the land-—that were intended 

To keep it oult—are made defend it.—Butwer. 
Sir, 
The above quotation I think is not altogether tnap- 
plicable to your dissertation on the righ's of ihe poor, p ibiishea tis 
the Dwarf of January oth, in the reading of which, one cannot 
but reflect, with indignation and disgust upon the fruits of that 
abominable system, that withholds the common wants of the many 
to supply the foolish inordinate desires of the few. For the ob- 
vious reason (which you do not hint it) why so many thousané 
acres are suffered to semain covered with farze and bramble is— 
that it serves for the retreat of hares, and other vermin, that assist 





THE BLACK DWARF. 


él 


in destroying the produce of the cottager’s garden, which he is so 


reluctantly allowed to cultivate. In many instances, the depreda- 
tions of those creatures are really distressing ; but any atlempt to 
destroy them by the injured party, is considered by our political 
wiseacres, worse than house-breaking or highway robbery. The 
nomina! possessors of these tracks, consider them far better tenants 
than the dower orders (as they are called) of mankind ; therefore, 
ia conformity with their exalted notions, the profound wisdom of 
the honourable house, give the hares and their feathered compa- 
nions the decided preference in the protection of the laws. To 
substantiate this opinion, iet us look at the preclamations oceasi- 





G2 


But lest I should be thought to be making too free wilh 
the sacred volume, and which 1 only refer to for proofs of an- 
tiquity, which I consider clearly demonstrated, J) shall search no 
further therein 3 but passing over many other instances, sha!l come 
to the history of England, in which I have no doubt we shall find 
many noble characters, illustrative of the honourable part of the 
The first cireuinstance which arrests our attention, is 
the famous battle of Chevy Chase. If Earl Perey was determined 
to hent upon his neighbours grounds without leave, he was of 
course, in the strictest sense of the word, a poacher ; and sela 


e example, by the resistance he made to Karl Douglas and his 


profession, 


14 
IQ 7)3 


onally in: orted in the Gazette. Lately a res ard of £50 (or guineas) | party of gamekcepers, who came to spoil their sport 
was offered for the discovery ofthe perpetrators of the roneder ofa} Robin Hood and his jolly companions must be considered as ho- 
. " roaee . a ‘al , feryy , ) , 1, ‘ weaye ey ; { * , +? 5 . Po , : 7 
gentleman at Hornsey; nd net many montis back, a reward of; nourable members 3 and as such reigned as kings in Sherwood Vo- 
£500 for the discovery of some poachers on the peninsula formed }rest s and, t@now and then they committed a harmless highway 
senaltl “at Grace in Sanfiinlt he cysaptc} ‘ Seevat 2 acta ls sue ie : : , 3 oad 
by the rivers Orwell and four im sulloik, Who wotd not i ‘rob! ry or so, it was merely to shew they were men of Spati, at if 
Ajo ‘am 4 ane nf oamoe.kpoenersg theredh t} 1 +3! ae ee a a is , ‘ . n 
still anNG sihuera sane Of game-Kecpers to Unrasi wiiciil, wee out re-j1 it to he satislied with one continued round of pleasure and re- 
turning ibe complinent wila titerest. it will be observed, in this) creation. 
ay ee ai . wa tek ‘ “ie angel a neerupgrl | 4 — : . . ‘ , 
instance, no iives were ‘ost; but each party received wi! the} In former ages, it appears, from these and many others thet 
boxers calf a sound (auning, very ieficiatrithey w Bag .tmight be euoled, if time and space would permit, mankiad in ge- 
lf offen: :to be measured by ihe rewards for discovery of foeral so atlached te the sports of the field and rural empioyimen 
“mulawas 19 thane annanvs ta A tan fimene ne hens Beet bohas ; oR. 
fenders ; thus appears to be ten tinses as henio to i ome have gone so far as to suppose he was originally miendes 
De cme - 5 sou ea caraet ewes PT ae ae? mereyt ve + ' i I 4 ' er. 5 3 wih 
or pbea ,2s toroband murder an tnuocent ‘ips ( i teld animai—and never meant to be cooped uUpib greal ci- 
oe | 4 : vp } sewe in “* vi | a ¥ ‘ ecw sey) ‘, ‘ q aia iP r ’ : 
vidual. Acvratn, we have learned from a recent Iria, tn: Libtak Butler, aliuding thereto, says 
' ' . cueee eeiuta | ‘ - 
a game-kecper may shoot at, and dangerously wound whom rae me ; 1 
. " = \s iste in Germanv—'lwas mace cooc 
pleases ; but for one of ie vulear to shoot at a hace or pheasant eee ne eee is 
ee ee es ee a pe aes ‘ iy a hoy that lost himself ma wood 
Seven Vears Lransporiauen is considered miecrcilii. $i ihe Le Sibt- 4 we ex Je , 
gee Sethi hy 7 Seelnm : eh ee | And growing down to a man-—-was wont 
fers a Vyears hiipl SOonimena pay Sad sy Obed pay 16 OY SEVE { a Oe ' , tj f { , 
; ee ’ . Tae ewe: vel WOIVCs pom ab OUrS LO nur. 
mark the disparity. Uy reviewing the above: Ltement, which | ie. 
think is incontrovertible, would have you be cant 5. ;.} Bot that the present age have attained these customs by thet: 
eee lice can sadnis Crkartwikns of ¢ nerney—in proot of whieh, let us look at the brute er 
AHATI, OU mvece The COPPIOTTCS OF ti rh ol | ' s POOr O Wien, i US TOOK « es se ae 
. ’ : . ; ' “ . ' 
for it s es me, iF a canse was brought into court, ares v.| , and in vome respects compare them thereto, Observe th 
' c . . ‘ % ~ . ’ iz ? . oo wt - } . . 
Dw irf, rea jury, uninterrupted by Mr. Pearson, : 7 ini xes, hares, and rabbits, how true each ! bo 
*.% aa .* ‘ . - +) bad i ‘ , , 
with tailow-candles instead of wax, they would cet armpie dama | » spacre ard colour--catch them and shut them up-- Ror 
against you for attempting toredtce their aulien! priviieve bos yp vre d for a few eenerations: your foxes will tarn to does of all 
if these wis occasionaliy stealin to shoot without licence, are sn irs, vour hares will become neither hares nor rabbit vou 
ject to such heavy penalties, of what must they think you worthy} ro): pariy colored cr quite white. Now when I see a thing 
1! ’ 7 d D fe . s 
who wou!d put them to the rout alicgether. ines e resemblance to the shape of a human being, trussed 
> ‘ : . ° ° 5 ‘ . ' ° Hy ‘ 2 m4 ’ 
But wolwithstanding the opinions of tudees, priests, Lords of} Up in stays like hoops to a firkin—its fece peeping through a pai 
ry . 2 ‘ A ; J My eet 7 We PR ; 
Manors, dukes or princes, may run in opposition to what I ami of whiskers, like a ealf through agan ina hedve—il head set 
about to advance, I feelno hesitation in pronouncing the art of | rast, though the cravat was a collar of cast iron, and its whole 
i . ? : a 7 . as ets 7 . ‘ on . . ae he . se sor . - yy ’ 
poachine as the most noble, ancient, and honourable of all tho | frome possessing less agility than a Rhinoceres or an Elephant—! 
a) os " 
cannot consider it but as a cooped-up, party-calorced, degenerate 


fo which haman ingenuily aspires. In confirmation of its antigui- 
ty, I shai &rst refer to the celebrated Nimrod ; and I think we may 
safely consider him as its founder, for ihere is nothing in his histo- 
ry that leads me to conclude he was lord of a manor, or that he 
had a £160 per annum clear profits, so 1 may fairly insert his 
name as 2a ancient and honourable member. 


The next character of antiquity 1 shall advert to is Esau, who! 


it is well kaown pursued his game (for aught we know to the con- 
trary) withouta legal qualification, according to the laws of our 
modern legislators. There is reason to believe, however, that he 
was not what we term a good shot, or why was he gone so long in 
quest of game for his father, to give an opportunity to his mother 
and brother to deprive him of what, in those days, was held in the 
highest estimation—his father’s blessing. Some have thought the 
Arabs to have descended from him ; if so, some of his posterity 
may be shooting antelopes at this very hour. ; 

The Israelites were at a certain time of their journey in the 
wilderness, supplied with quails. I am not sportsmen enough to 
determine positively whether those birds are included in our game 
Jaws or not—but rather think they are. If so, as we read nothing 
of licenced ganie-keepers to take them, we may reasonably conclude 
they were procured by a set of poachers, as another proof of the 
antiquity of the art 1 am defending. 

If Sampson had not been a member, and had all his snares, guns 
and traps at hand, how could he in so short a time have caught 
such a number of foxes, when the affront was offered him by the 
Philistines, and to have had them all fresh and fine fer his purpose, 
unless we suppose he was as swift as he was strong, and caught 
+ by fair running, which I must confess I very much 








aniwnal. 

It is Lo be Inmented, however, that after the demise of so many 
ancient and honorable members already mentioned—the art (for 
want of exconragement in the higher orders) descended to meaner 
hands; and many being destitute of that portion of pat re- 
quisite for the sport, after being disappointed in a shot at a hore or 
covey of birds, have made free with a pig or a good fat sheep, and 
to the prejudice of the profession have furnished employment for 
the Rev. Mr. Ketch, or gone passage-free to explore the Southern 
Hemisphere. But it is in this, asin all other ranks and orders of 
men, unworthy members will creep in to the disgrace of the up- 
right and honorable. 

The present age has in some instances furnished us with cha- 
racters, who must be considered honorable members. The Duke 
of Wellington with all his illustrious followers, may, according 
to the present Game Laws, be considered as poachers, for they 
went sporting upon the manor of France, without leave of the 
proprietors. The renowned administration of the day may be 
included, for notwithstanding the ancient laws of the land for the 
protection of human game, they have often spread theic net in 
darkness to take a covey of reformers, least the breed should in- 
crease so fast, and become so numerous, as to render the safely 
of several hirds of prey,in the Aviary of St. Stephen’s, extremely 
doubtful. Some say they would wish for a law that would consti- 
tute the Reformers all fair game, pro bono publico, with no other 
qualification, than a license to carry weapons to destroy them. 

Whether those amiable beings, are to be considered as honour- 
able, or contemptible members, I leave to the decision of the 


learned. 


iCicc. 
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With all due deference to the rights and privileges of the softer 
sex, I must, in many instances, consider them as poachers. The 
Game laws enact a penalty upon all persons sporting after sun set: 
but the ladies, regardless of such laws as these, flourish their wea- 
pons some of which I enumerated in a former communication, 

y night as well as by day, and though they seldom kill their game 
outright, the wounds they inflict are mostly incurable. From the 
effects of such magical weapons as these, mercy defend us. 

As another convincing proof that the art will not be lost for 
want of respectable supporters, I this very day read, in a morning 
paper, of a clerical gentleman in Kent being fined £20, for snaring 
game on a Sunday, thereby proving himself better qualified for a 
natural sportsman than a spiritual shepherd. 

I have thus, sic, shewn some of the reasons why the great land- 
holders are so tenacious of retaining nominal possession of those 
wastes, which would be of such incalculable benefit to the poor 


and needy of the human race; and have endeavoured to prove,] 


that the conduct of those, who insist upon sporting thereon, in 
defiance of the game laws, however reprehensible it may be con- 
sidered by the nigher orders, as they are called, (which I suppose 
means they are above six feet high) 1s as justifiable from the prac- 
tice of the ancients as that of the landholders themselves, whose 
possession of which, if traced back a few centuries, has its foun- 
dation in desolation and robbery. 


Iam, Sir, 
Your’s very respectfully, 


J. H. 
27, Brunswiek Street, Poplar, 


Jan. 18, 1819. 


_ SRE enERER ANNES eee REET WRITERS RONETD 


SONNET ON THE TRIUMPH OF FRANK WARD. 

















“ For he had kept the whiteaess of his sow! t” 
BYRON. 


s ontutaeaninenaetemimeneteattl 


Another triumph yet !—fair-speaking fame— 

Go, bid thy trumpet tell the deeds of those, 

Who dare in dauntless honesty proclaim— 

Who are their cowatry’s friends—and who her foes! 


Truth! twine a wreath to bind the godlike brows, 
Of men who could with just coutempt look down 
On falsehood’s wiles—a tyrant’s vengeance rouse, 
Nor heed his empty threats, nor fear his frown. 
Aud thou, oppressed, but truly noble Ward ! 

If aught a higher rapture may impart 

Than England’s blessings and unfeign’d regard, 
Tis the approval of thine own clear heart! 


While thy oppressors hear but hatred’s curse, 
Thy praise-admiring millions shalt rehearse ! 


48th January, 1818. J. W. DALBY. 





MARIA LOUVISA TO NAPOLEON, 


—_v- 


“ And she, proud Austria’s mournful flower,— 
Thy still imperial bride, 
How bears her breast the torturing hour— 
Still clings she to thy side?” 
* * 





* * 
If still she loves thee, hoard that gens, 
"Tis worth thy vanished diadem !—” 


—— 


Though ripe ies be torn from thine unwilling hand, 
ools who adored thee, now scoff at thy name— 
j 


Though the. 


20th January, 1819. 


Though the /ify be prized by the pitiful land, 
That owes to thy violvt all her bright fame ; 


Though an idol of emptiness loll on the throne 
That was lately lumiaed with glories of thine ; 
Thoagh the owce soaring eagle, all fettered and lone, 
Be left ona rock of the ocean to pine ;— 


Stiil, stll there are hearts which unbent by the storm, 
In the winter of woe can afford to be true ;— 

There are souls which thine uneclipsed splendour made warm, 
That may never be chilled by adversity’s dew. 


To me, thou art dearer than ever thou wert, 
When victory smii'd on thy death-bestrew’d path ; 
When to millions opposed, and by millions begirt, 
Powers, princedoms, and monarchs were crush’d by thy wrath. 


Oh, whatio the glittering nothings of state— 
In the pegeant of pomp and of pride can! Gnd, 
To take from my bosom the sharp sting of fate— 
Or to soothe the deep anguish that preys ou my mind? 


Still, my chieftain, to thee do the fond wishes turn, 
That were nourtshed and fostered in bappier times, 
Ere freedom was lefi ali deserted to mourn, 
For her followers folly, faithlessness, and crimes: 


Who sigh that the moment so soon passed away, 
When freedom and glory in union proud, 

Shed a bright, butillusive, and vanishing ra 
On a land that was destin’d to furnish their shroud. 


Though by day 1 bewail thee the manacled slave, 
Of those who were yesterday wiiuions to thee; 
By night I behold th-c, unsullied and brave, 
As when fortune first hail’d thee the chief of the free !~ 


It is notthe bauble of kings that can-give, 
A lustre or value to souls such as thine; 

’Tis the gem of the mind that all change can outlive, 
That the bright rays of fortune aud fame can outshine, 


How sweet is it now, since divided from thee, 
To trace in the opening charms of our child, 

All the eye of a wife, and amother can see, 
Of ahusband and father forever exiled! 


Yet, no.!—not forever!—my heart would still hope--- l 
That the time is not distant whea freedom again, 

Shali be able with ail her vile foemen to cope, 
And. shall hasten to sever her champion’s chain. 


For such thou hadst been had not fortune proved fickle, 
When lastshe restored thee to Galita’s thronue,— 
And the tears o’er her cheeks that yet mournfully trickle, 
Shew how foudly she fancied thou wouidsi be her own! 
Such, my hero ! thou shalt be !—Till then be it mise 
To teach him in the true paths of fame to advance, 
To make him with ardour, unceisingly pine— 
To avenge the deep wrongs of his father and France! 
And he will avenge them !~already I see 
‘The glorious marks of a genial mind, 
That bespeaks him, Napoleon! descended from thee, 
And destin’d to free—uot to fetter—menkind! 
Farewell, my Napoleon! impatient I wait 
For the hour whose approach shall resiore thee to me— 
It will come! and I long to partake of the great— 
The glorious triumph yel destin’d for thee ! 


J. W. DALBY, 
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